LANGUAGE DAY IN A CREATIVE CLASSROOM

Place : Il B Cambridge / Creative Class
Prof.: Catia Mele

Time ; 31/1/2019

Level :B1/B2

Activity : how to make a poem and have fun
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We ask students about their favourite poems and then we tell them to create the simplest form of poem called
‘Cento’ made of 2 lines taken from 2 different poets.

They check poets and poems on Poetry Foundation, Poetry Archive, Penn Sound and write their poems in the
Language Lab/classroom using computers/tablets and mobiles too! They are impressed on how fun can be
writing poems and how nice poetry can be in the English language,

They read and explore English poetry sites to find their right lines discovering new amazing poets from al lover
the world.

We advise students that the cento doesn’t have to make sense. At least not in a logical way. It can be absurd,
surreal, sad, bittersweet, meditative...the list isendless. Let yourself be surprised!

Then all students sent their cento on Padlet, teacher gives them the link where to publish simultaneously their
poems, so they can read them all and debate about it.

You can also give an extra activity: to create a short mind-map on the 2 poets chosen for their cento to be sent
on the Edmodo platform so teacher can check and collect them for a future poem e-magazine..
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